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UNITED WAY INSPIRING VISION WITH DOUBLE GRANTS 
Kids are big winners in this year’s special funding lineup   

 
Hobbs, New Mexico 

July 24, 2015 

United Way of Lea County announced that $39,000 has been awarded to five organizations 
in Lea County, with more than half of that focusing specifically on children. Community 
Innovation Grants were given to CASA of Lea County, Girl Scouts and Legacy Pregnancy 
Resource Center.  Recipients of the Belle Solie Focus Grants were Lea County Commission 
for the Arts and MyPower, Inc. 

CASA of Lea County received $8,700 to excavate land at Family Time Visitation Center, 
where a new, outdoor play area will be installed to accommodate families who utilize the 
facility. The Family Time Visitation Center serves children and parents for whom a court has 
decided that visitation with families should be supervised.  80 percent of the children utilizing 
the facility are in foster care and often have visits that last over two hours, making the addition 
of the play zone a key component in successful family interactions. 

Legacy Pregnancy Resource Center, located in Hobbs, received $16,317 to expand their 
services into other Lea County communities. A nonprofit organization that offers support to 
women facing unplanned pregnancies, Legacy currently operates in Hobbs and Lovington. 
With additional funding, they will be equipped to offer services such as pregnancy testing and 
adoption information to clients in Jal, Eunice and Tatum as well.  

With their grant of $2,150 the Girl Scouts will bring the National Archery in the Schools 
Program to 4th and 5th grade girls at Yarbro Elementary School in Lovington. The goal of the 
archery course is to instruct girls in the sport and engage them in leadership activities, 
boosting their confidence and courage to try new activities. 

Lea County Commission for the Arts will conduct a second year of the Afterschool Arts 
Program at the new Boys and Girls Club of Hobbs with a $4,147 grant. Beginning in 
September, children in Kindergarten – 6th grade will be offered visual art classes and 4th – 6th 
graders will have access to performing art classes.  
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A grant of $8,000 awarded to MyPower, Inc. will facilitate the program’s continued presence 
in all Hobbs middle schools, serving more than 450 students with the Quantum Learning 
Keys of Excellence curriculum. MyPower, Inc. volunteers are trained to offer seven one-week 
sessions during advisory/homeroom periods to girls who sign up for the program. 

The Community Innovation Grant is intended to inspire organizations in Lea County to try 
new approaches and methods of addressing concerns in their communities. It is funded by 
an endowment established in 2000 by Hospice, Inc. of Lea County. 

The Belle Solie Focus Grant targets organizations serving Hobbs and is named after long 
time Hobbs resident, philanthropist and entrepreneur Belle Solie, who passed away in 1993. 
Funded projects must focus on either education, financial stability or health, thus the name. 

“This year, we awarded the largest amount yet in these two special grants,” said Kristi 
Martinkewiz, executive director of United Way of Lea County. “It’s a testament to how much 
this county cares about children that we saw so many projects geared toward their wellbeing 
and personal growth,” said Martinkewiz, “and the growth of programs and new ideas we saw 
were most encouraging,” she added. 
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