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Like fashion, garden designs seem to skyrocket in popularity, disappear into the abyss, 

and then reemerge as a “fresh” craze years later.  The thousands of gardens 
documented in the Garden Club of America Collection at the Archives of American 
Gardens illustrate how the tides have turned.  Thankfully, this documentation provides a 

treasure trove of design ideas.  By choosing to incorporate an old trend into a modern 
garden, you may become a trendsetter in the neighborhood!  Pleaching is one such 

technique that has remained well-loved despite its sporadic presence in garden design.      
  

    Pleaching 

Pleaching involves interweaving branches of trees together in order to form walls, 

walks, arbors, tunnels and arches.  Incisions are made in the bark of branches which 

are then tied together.  By tying and interlacing limbs along a supportive framework, 
branches eventually grow together due to natural grafting.  Branches that are young 
and flexible are the best to use when pleaching.  Typical trees used include hornbeam, 

apple, sycamore, beech, lime and linden.  In garden design, pleaching may be used to 
create shaded walkways or allées with the effect often being that of a tightly woven 

hedge.   
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Pleaching originated in the gardens of the late medieval period.  Bound branches 
helped prevent annual flooding and created natural property boundaries.  Pleaching 

remerged in European gardens toward the end of the 17th century in response to a 
design craze for latticework.  The wealthy wanted to mimic this same motif in their 

own gardens.  Shakespeare mentions "walking in a thick pleached alley in my 
orchard,” in Much Ado about Nothing.  Although pleaching was rarely seen in colonial 
America due to the unpopularity of aesthetically intensive gardening, America’s rising 

leisure class of the mid-19th century revived the practice.   
 

Garden design continually regenerates old ideas into new styles.  Including a 

forgotten garden design feature may be just what it takes to make your garden stand 
out amongst the rest.  By documenting the personal design creations of a myriad of 

gardeners, you leave an imprint in the historical record of gardens.  Please consider 
documenting your own garden and sharing it with the Archives of American Gardens.   
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