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It is an understatement to say that photography has experienced a sea change in 

just a few short years.  35mm slides have been supplanted by digital images to the 

point where the once ubiquitous 2”x2” cardboard square encompassing a sliver of 

film is becoming as scarce as hen’s teeth.  It’s just new slides that are scarce, 

however; there are mountains of already-taken slides packed away in shoeboxes, 

drawers, and closets that haven’t seen the light of day in quite a while but just 

might be worth their weight in gold. 
                  

Finding Gold in the Attic 
 

Members of the Garden Club of America have photographed—or collected 

photographic images of--gardens since the very start of the GCA.  Over the years,  

glass lantern slides gave way to color transparencies which in turn gave way to 

35mm slides.  While photographic formats have evolved over time, the purpose has 

never wavered: documenting gardens so they can be enjoyed, studied, and 

restored by people today and in the future.  Without this photographic 

documentation, gardens—the most ephemeral of the arts--can disappear entirely. 
 

   
 

    Webster Garden, Chestnut Hill, MA.  June 1958.  Snow Hill, Dublin, NH.  1953. 
    Adelaide Moors Pratt, photographer.               P. Bastedo, photographer. 

             

With everyone having leaped, fallen, or been dragged into the digital age, there is a 

real danger that decades of garden documentation in the form of slides and 

photographs that GCA members have compiled over the years will be discarded 

when closets and attics are cleared out.  Please don’t let this happen!  These 

‘antiques’—whether they date from the 1920s or the 1990s--might find a perfect 

home with the Archives of American Gardens.              
 

If you or a fellow club member are ready to part with garden images that you have 

photographed over the years, please consider AAG as a repository for these 

treasures.  AAG is happy to work with GCA clubs or individual members to walk 

them through the preparation and donation process.  The images you snapped of 

your own garden or during garden tours and visits you took may one day be 

transformed from mere plastic and cardboard into gold for future researchers.     
 

        

Images from the Garden Club of America Collection at the Archives of American Gardens. 

By Joyce Connolly, Museum Specialist, Archives of American Gardens, April 2013. 


