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Do you love gardens and the thrill of the hunt?  The Garden Club of America 
Collection at the Archives of American Gardens includes numerous gardens across 
the United States and in foreign countries that need a little bit of sleuthing to be 
positively identified.  Over 100 images have already been ID’d by GCA members 
and others, but hundreds more from the early, mid, and late 20th century still 
remain unrecognized.  Some of the images belonged to lantern slide lectures that 
were dismantled over time, were photographed during GCA Annual Meeting tours, 
or were simply never labelled.  Regardless of how it happened, they are a mystery!  
 

 

It’s a Mystery to Me (or Maybe Not) 
 

Many of these ‘Mystery Gardens’ have tantalizing clues such as a garden owner 
name or location, but not both.  This lack of identification ultimately limits their 
informational value over time.  Significant examples of garden design may 
ultimately be lost if these gardens cannot be identified. 

 

	  	  	   	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	    
 

A formerly unidentified c. 1920s glass lantern slide from the GCA Collection (left) is shown alongside 
the Twitter thread identifying it as an iconic 540-year-old Montezuma cypress in Mexico City. The 
‘conversation’ between two followers resulted in an image from Flickr that helped with a positive ID. 
 

Please help!  Visit AAG’s Mystery Gardens page at 
http://gardens.si.edu/collections-research/mystery-gardens-initiative.html to see if 
you, your club’s historian, or fellow club members can identify any of the images. 
Links take you to gardens in a specific state or country.  You can also visit 
Smithsonian Gardens on Facebook and take a look at the Mystery Gardens photo 
set there: http://preview.tinyurl.com/nhzugh3.  If you do recognize a garden, 
please be sure to email AAG at aag@si.edu with the information.  And do you best 
not to create more Mystery Gardens in the future: be sure to label your own garden 
images!     


