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1. NAL MEETING: NAL Washington Meeting, Feb 24-27. 
Meeting registration deadline is Nov 15. 
To register go to GCA website, Committees G-Z, NAL tab 
 
You may send 1 or 2 club members to the meeting. Your club may 
have funding for registration fees. Please send someone. It will change 
her view of Washington DC! Currently six of Zone IV's clubs have 
registered--only Stony Brook with two members. 
 
2. Next quarterly report due Nov. 10 to me (then none until May!). 
Would you please highlight anything your club is doing or planning 
related to the composting initiative? Also Partners for Plants. Again 
250 words are fine. 
 
3. I am attaching the Protect the Palisades poster, in case you wish to 
have photographic material related to the LG project. 
 
4. The minutes of our October Zone IV Conservation meeting are 
attached, with great thanks to Kathy Andrews. 
 
5. I joined the Conservation/NAL trip to Memphis, TN Oct. 23-28. The 
next issue of ConWatch will feature the unique geography and 
challenges of living alongside the Mississippi River, which has a water-
level fluctuation of 50 feet annually. Perhaps the most remarkable 
story I heard was of the Memphis Garden Club which held 22 acres of 
land in a land trust for conservation, ultimately rerouted a 2.5 mi. 
highway extension and placed 400 acres in conservation. The highway 
itself has become a conservation model internationally. 
 
GCA President Katie Heins encouraged Conservation chairs to consider 
support for the Redwood Grove (as described in the front of the GCA 
Bulletin's recent issue) should a club have extra funds collected for an 
event. The Grove is an important conservation area from an earlier era 
of the GCA, but the donations have a renewed impact. The fire around 
Yosemite this year destroyed the walking paths. Funds sent from GCA 
members, as long as the members identify them as such in the memo 
section of a check, will be used to rebuild access to the redwoods. 
 
All the best, 
Betsy Uhlman 
Zone IV Conservation/NAL Rep. 



October 2013 Zone IV Conservation Meeting report 

Our Zone IV Conservation/NAL representative Betsy Uhlman arranged a meeting 
for all Zone IV Conservation/NAL Club Chairs on Monday, October 7, 2013 at 
the Rutgers Club in New Brunswick. Based on feedback given after the NAL 
Conference in February, the attendees felt that identifying NJ conservation 
legislation issues for clubs education would be a primary focus in 2013/2014. 

Our speaker was the executive director of the non-partisan NJ League of 
Conservation Voters, Ed Potosnak. The NJLCV, which was established in 2010, 
focuses on three areas of legislation: air, water & open space. They publish a 
legislative scorecard to show how NJ state legislators are protecting the 
environment based on their votes. 

At this meeting, Potosnak discussed NJLCV's top four legislative challenges: 
participation in the Regional Greenhouse Gases Initiative (RGGI,) fracking and 
fracking waste bans, the NJDEP waiver exemption from environmental 
regulations and long-term funding of open space acquisition.���He gave us a link to 
find out how each legislator has voted: 
http://njlcv.org/Scorecard/NJLCV2013LegislativeScorecardPDF.pdf 

He also suggested we visit the New Jersey Keep It Green Coalitionto see how over 
180 NJ member organizations are working together to promote the belief that 
every New Jersey resident deserves clean water and access to well-maintained, 
accessible parks, wildlife and natural areas, locally-grown ���produce and historic 
sites. You can learn more at: http://www.njkeepitgreencoalition.orgReports were 
also given about the two most important current issues facing Zone IV member 
clubs: 

•THE PALISADES: Environmental groups and local residents in Englewood 
Cliffs are ���concerned by Korean electronics giant LG's plan to construct a 143-ft 
high new corporate ���headquarters above the Palisades. Former Congresswoman 
Maureen Ogden spoke about the���variance which has been approved by the local 
planning board to allow the company to exceed ���a 35-foot cap on structures in the 
borough and will allow their building to soar above the ���timber-line. The NJ 
Federation of Women's Clubs along with 27 other organizations, including Scenic 
Hudson and NJ-NY Trails Conference, are litigating against this construction. 
Please find the link to a Palisades photo and description with a change.org 
petition, forwarded by Maureen Ogden from Alison Mitchell of the NJ 
Conservation Foundation. The petition was started by the World Monuments 
Fund that has placed the Palisades at the top of a Watch list. 

https://www.change.org/petitions/help-protect-the-hudson-river-palisades 



•THE PINELANDS:���South Jersey Gas is proposing to put a natural gas pipeline 
through a ���portion of the Pinelands Forest Management Area. The proposal would 
place 22 miles of 24- inch pipeline through Atlantic, Cape May, and Cumberland 
Counties in order to provide the B.L. England Plant located in Beesley's Point, 
Atlantic County with natural gas. This kind of pipeline can cause environmental 
damage to the Pinelands, because the construction and maintenance of these 
pipelines damages forests and roadside habitats through which the pipeline passes. 
There is also concern that the pipeline could leak into the aquifer, rivers and lakes 
and destroy our fresh water. 

Betsy Uhlman will send all Conservation Chairs updates on these two issues as 
news comes in. Early plans were discussed to form a lobby group to go to Trenton 
this spring to advocate conservation issues that will be important to NJ voters next 
November. On the Trenton team: Kat Biggins, Suki Dewey, Susan Gordon and 
Pam Hirsch. 

Also, I am happy to announce that Katy Kinsolving reported that 16 Plainfield 
Garden Club members responded to the composting survey! Questionnaires are 
due December 1 so if you haven't submitted your response, you still have time to 
do so. Once the Stony Brook GC has analyzed the data, they are going to create an 
educational tool kit to share with our Zone IV clubs. The tool kit will consist of 
lecture ideas, books, power point presentations and more. They will revisit the 
compost survey one year after supplying Zone IV member clubs with the tool kit 
hoping for changes in individual compost practices. 

This meeting was enthusiastically attended by almost all Zone IV Conservation 
Club Chairs and was a very inspiring time spent hearing from activists working 
very hard to keep our GCA Conservation Pledge to: ���• Promote conservation 
stewardship through environmental education and advocate scientifically-based 
environmental legislation; 

• Work to protect endangered species, especially flora, to promote biodiversity and 
to conserve natural resources;���• Encourage the responsible use of our public lands 
for the benefit of all citizens; and ���• Work to reduce industrial, municipal, and 
household waste and advocate the prevention of pollution of soil, air and water. 

Respectfully submitted, ��� 

Kathy Andrews ��� 

Plainfield Garden Club 

Conservation Chair 



 

 

	  

An American landmark 
is at risk.

An iconic American landmark is at risk from LG Electronics’ plans to erect a 
high-rise tower on the Hudson River Palisades—four times higher (143’) than 
the zoning height limit respected for decades by all other companies. If built, 

it would damage forever the 
adjacent interstate park and 
its unspoiled vistas, protected 
until now by a century of 
conservation begun by 
Gov. Theodore Roosevelt, 
celebrated by the art of two 
centuries, and appreciated 
today by millions traveling 
on parkways, bikeways and 
bridges (George Washington) 
or at cultural institutions 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art) and communities in New Jersey and New York for 
which the Palisades is a centerpiece. 

There is a “win-win” solution: for LG to choose a low-rise design on its 
large 27-acre site to gain the same offi ce space and same jobs  —and, at the 
same time protect the integrity of the Palisades.

The “win-win” solution is supported by four former governors of New Jersey 
(Govs. Byrne, Kean, Florio and Whitman); the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA); the Regional Plan Association and other leading civic organizations; 
editorial boards including New Jersey’s Star-Ledger and Bergen Record, as well as 
The New York Times; and tens of thousands of concerned 
citizens in New Jersey, New York and across America.

1890s – Rock blasting by quarrying companies 
threatens to destroy the Palisades.

1900 — Theodore Roosevelt begins 
conservation efforts to protect the Palisades.

1825 – The Hudson River School of American art 
is born, greatly inspired by views of the Palisades.

To learn more, go to: 
www.ProtectThePalisades.org

Simulated view of the proposed LG office tower above the Palisades cliffs
(Technical rendering by Saratoga Associates)


