Marv-Isabella Simpson McCutchen
(r85s - 1948)
A founding member of the Plainfield Garden Club,
Mary was born at a frontier Army post, Fort
Humboldt, California in 1855, in the former quarters
of Gen. Ulysses S. Grant. Her father was an Army
Surgeon from an old PrincetonA{ew Brunswick
family. She wed Charles Walter McCutchen in 1880.
Mary was very active in the area DAR, Plainfield
Garden Club, Kings Daughters, United Family and
Children's Society, Crescent Avenue Church, and the

Monday Afternoon Club.

In 1913 she purchased the Historical Washington
Rock area (saving it from destruction by'ostone
crushers") and deeded it to the State ofNew Jersey.
for Sl. It is now a State Park. Her Celtic tombstone
at Hillside Cemetery is placed in view of that rock.
The family is best remembered for the "spacious
residence and grounds" built in 1886 at 2l Rockview

Avenue in North Plainfield. In 1950 the home, noted
for the ideals of love, faith and peace, was given to
the Society of Friends and became an elegant
residence and nursing home. It is still in use today.

Susan Tilden Whittlesev

Tvler

(18$ - reTe)
7h tarta &efto, th.rfuade, a /lw4 adtl" ladh
qte.b.'f.rtfu

71,q/fww, */ l/*e, w

ha

eal.'

The above quotes come from women who knew Susan
Tyler. The first from a contemporary the last from our own
present treasure, Barbara Sandford.
Susan used the name Tilden because ofher pride in her
uncle, Samuel Tilden who lost the disputed US Presidential
election of 1876. She was a member of the DAR

Her sister-in-law, Ethel Van Boskerck Tyler was a
founding member of the Plainfield Garden Club.
Susan became a

memberl925 and was our President 1944-

1947. Her presidency is looked upon as one ofour best.
The whole garden club was involved in the WWII and post-

war efforts. The women worked in USO, Victory Gardens,
The Red Cross, and making Christmas decorations for
wounded GI's at the nearby Camp Kilmer and Lyons
Military Hospitals. They were instrumental in the first Blue
Star Highway, the dogwood lined trans-USA War
Memorial the first sfietch being built in North Plainfield

with the PGC assistance.

The sisters-in-laq Susan and Ethel had homes that backed
up to each other on west 76 and West 8th Streets. The Tyler
properties border was a famous hedgerow.
She had a

kiln and pottery making in part ofthe garage.

Susan's grand-niece, Caroline Potter Normann, upon
hearing of this Zone meeting wrote a poignant mcmory
note to her childhood friend, our Sally Booth. Her mother
(Lucy Van Boskerck Mitchell) wrote: *Aunt Susan was a
very cultured, talented and travelled lady; a Smith College
graduate with great artistic taste. She opened up the world
ofart to the five ofus. I now know that in her perceptive

way she realized that we each needed something. After our
worko we would go into her beautiful library where we
were served an elegant tea in front ofthe fire. She had a
glamorous La Salle Roadster with a rumble seat and
Patrick, her chauffeur would deliver us home a{terwmds."

ln 1979, Susan donated the portrait of Eliiah Boardman
(1760-18723), by Ralph Earl, to the Metropolitan Museum
of Art in NYC. It is well worth seeing in person or on line.

Betty Hackman, Mrs. Robert (Elizabeth Reppert)
When I think of Be.uy, several words come to mind. Betty
was a perfectionist and mentor, who nurtured many
Plainheld Garden Ciub members. She was a loyal and
beloved member of our club.
Betty worked long hours in the "knot garden" or the
"sundial garden" at the Shakespeare Garden in Cedarbrook
Park. She tended the teucrium (not hardy to our zone)
pruning it into a perfect, little hedge. We remember her
trimming the topiary birds in the garden, making wreaths,
and receiving awards for her lovely flower arrangements.
Betty was always willing to lend her containers and share
her vast expertise and knowledge with club members.

After serving as an active member for over 33 years, (Betty
joined the Plainfield Garden Club in 1970), Betty and her
husband, Bob moved to Chestertown, Maryland to live
closer to their daughter, In a letter wriften in 2004
requesting affiliate status, Betty wrote that the garden club
had given her, "great pleasure, new skills, and boundless
fulfillment". In 2006 the Plainfield Garden Club board
voted to make Betty an Honorary Member.
Betty was a gracious and active member, and she received
many awards. She received the Medal of Merit (1979),
Certificate ofAppreciation (1998), and in 2001 the
Plainfield Garden Club created the "Betty l{ackman
Award" which is awarded each year at the discretion of the
Flower Arranging Chairman to a club member deserving of
recogniticn in the flower arranging field.
Betty passed away in 2009.
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Etheldreda Anderegg (Mrs. John

Swift)'37 (1896-1976)
Club Historian (1940-1947)
First and Third Prize, New York
Flower Show 1948
Member of committee to join GCA
Served on Board of Garden Club

ofNJ

Chair of Yuletide Decorations for
Camp Kilmer (which was named
Joyce Kilmer) during WWI.
I

940

- Volunteered

for

her garden for the

British War Relief Society Garden
Tour
"One Christmas during WWI, we
made 214 wreaths and 400 boutonniers
of "enduring greens gay with bright
accents of color. Two tons

of

evergreens and an est. 400 hours

making wreaths..."
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Miss Harriett R. Halloway (Hattie)
Harriett Ha.lloway was one of the early members of the
Plainfield Garden Club, listed as a member in 1920. She
was known for many accomplishments and rvas recognized
internationally for her work in horticulture. Miss Halloway
was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal by the
Garden Club of America in 1958. In 1932, Miss
Halloway planned and designed the Iris Garden in
Cedarbrook Park. An enthusiastic member of the Iris
Society, Miss Halloway supervised the planting of 3,340
plants on a westem hillside. The president of the American
Iris Society described the Cedarbrook Iris Garden as "the
best public planting of Iris in this country, unsurpassed in
arrangement ofvarieties in color, in interest, in the large
number of varieties and in the careful and instructive
labeling". For over thirty three years Miss Halloway
supervised the replanting and care ofthe Iris beds,
sometimes working every day.
On the 25th anniversary of the Iris garden, the Plainfield
Garden Club presented a medal to Miss Halloway, and that
same year an Iris was named Harriett Halloway. It is
described as clear blue in color and exceptional fragrance.
Sadly, the kis garden no longer exists, partly due to the

tedious work involved in tending it.
Miss Halloway was also responsible for establishing the
Comus Collection in Cedarbrook Park. Beginning in 1946,
under her leadership, more than sixty Comus varieties were
planted. Many experts consider the Cornus Collection to
be the outstanding horticultural and civic achievement of
our club. Many beautiful varieties still exist in the park.
Miss Halloray was a teacher at Wardlaw School for many
years and died in 1966 at age 91.

GCA Meeting, 1958
Miss Halloway reoeives the
Distinguished Service Medal

(Haniett is on the right).

Evie Madsen (Mrs. John) '70
(r917 - 2008)
Chairman - Shakespeare Garden
Committee (1979 - 1995)
1983 GCA Medal of
1992 GC A

-

Merit

Horticultural

Achievement Certifi cate
1995 PGC President
1995

-

Awarded painting of

Shakespeare Garden by artist Paul
McCormack, honoring her devoted
years of service.
(as in
Act II, Scene 3 of Winter's Tale: "The
marigold which goes to bed with the
sun/And with him rises, weeping!") is
actually Candula offrcinalis. What we
call larkspur, Shakespeare called lark's

" the flower then called marigold

heels."

Alice Howard Harding (Mrs. Edward)
Alice Harding, wife of a New York lawyeq lived at
Burnley Farms in Plainfield where she maintained a garden
of unusual beauty. Among Mrs. Harding's favorite flowers
were peonies, lilacs, and irises, and she was a recognized
authority on these flowers. Mrs. Harding exhibited her
flowers in shows in this country, England, and France, and
in 1928 the French government made her a Chevalier du
Merite Agricote in recognition of her achievements in

horticulture.
Mrs. Harding's books include "Book of the Peony",
"Peonies in the Little Garden", and "Lilacs in My Garden".
ller writings on the peony are still considered among some
ofthe most valuable resources for the serious gardener.
Found in the Plainfield Public Library, Mrs. Harding wrote
this inscription in her book The Peony, "To business that
we love we rise betine and go to it with delight'", 13
January, 1918. (Shakespeare, Antony and Cleopatra IV.)

Mrs. Harding is listed on the Charter Membership roster for
the Plainfield Garden Club, 1915. She was an honorary
membsr of the American Peony Society, a Member-atLarge of the Garden Club of America, and a member of the
American, Massachusetts, and New York Horticulfural
Societies. In June, 1928, the directors of the American
Peony Society awarded Mrs. Harding a Gold Medal for her
two instructive books on peonies.

Alice Harding's horticultural works were widely
recognized, and a rose, an iris, two French hybrid lilacs, a
tree peony, and two herbaceous p€onies have been named
in her honor. Our gift plant is an Alice Harding lris.
Mrs. Harding died in Plainfield in 1938.
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Alice Harding in France, second from left
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V/idowed at an early age (her husband was a
renowned architect), she poured great effort into

activities of many organizations; collecting antique
lace, and having teas with younger members. She was
very active in the Junior League.
The Historic (1746) Drake House in Plainfield (Once
George Washington's Headquarters) is now our local
museum largely because of her tireless efforls and
those of Marjorie Elliot (PGC), and Mr. Charles

Detwiller to rescue and restore it. It was refurbished
in appropriate period furnishings and decoration. The

original fneplace, kitchen and ballroom are truly
educational classrooms. For the landscaping the

Plainfield Garden Club assisted. She solicited the
necessary funds, supervised the design and the plans
and did much ofthe work herself.

The 1760 Osborne Cannonball House, in Scotch
Plains, also received her fastidious work and
attention in its restoration. Her stunning lectures and
demonstrations about laces and period costumes were
legendary.
She was truly a pioneer in gefiing things

accomplished in an era before women were expected

to do so.

Dorothv Voorhis dgHqrt
(Mrs. Alden) (1899 - 1989)
o'A

Lady for All Seasons"

Mrs. deHart was the President of the Plainfield
Garden Club from 1949 1951. She was a talented
artist, visionary and woman who got things

-

done...right!
Dorothy and her sister Virginia (Mrs. Willoughby
Frost) were considered to be "Super Garden Club
Members." They displayed their flower arranging
artistry at National and lnternational shows in both
New York and Philadelphiq winning numerous Blue
fubbons. She would hire a heated truck to transport
her arrangements and flowers to shows in "fresh and
unfrozen condition." Once she plucked a grey hair
from her head to tie up a flower to assure the
perfection of the arrangement. She was considered an
"expert in breeding flowers."
Dorothy was twice runner-up for the Fenwick Medal.
She had many talents which were graciously shared
with others. When arranging flowers for the Crescent
Avenue Church, it was said that *it was like having a
Master Class in flower Arranging."

