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When photographing gardens it is easy to take a picture of an inviting and pristine 

site.  We tend to focus on the beauty of the plants or the innovation of the design, 

but what about the actual construction of the garden?  Assembling the garden is 

what shapes it into the beautiful place we love to visit.  Unfortunately, gardens 

under construction seldom get photographed as much as finished gardens do.  

Would it surprise you to know that a work-in-progress is equally as important to 

document as the finished product!  

How Does Your Garden Grow?   
 

 

In addition to recording what the space looked like before a garden was finished, 

photographing a construction site captures the tools, equipment, and techniques that 

were used during the composition phase.  This information is important because it 

shows the changes in technology (or not) used in gardens over time.  Oftentimes the 

process is just as interesting as the crowning achievement!  It is only by looking back 

at the garden during its early, rough-and-tumble stage that one realizes the huge 

amount of imagination, work, and patience it took to establish the peace and serenity 

that is a garden’s essence. 
 

       
Reeves Garden (later Reeves-Reed Arboretum), Summit, NJ.         William Bumsted Garden, Short Hills, NJ. April 1969.  
c. 1920s-1930s.                                                                         Lois Poinier, photographer.   
 

While not mandatory for the GCA Collection, documenting gardens under 

construction and during subsequent renovation projects is particularly helpful.  If 

the hardscape is altered or features added or removed the garden changes 

irrevocably.  But what if the garden hasn’t been photographed before the changes 

are made?  There will be no record of certain elements which would mean gaps in 

the garden’s story over time.  Documenting a garden in both its unfinished and 

evolving states helps reveal the subtle and not-so-subtle ways in which it has 

transformed over time. 
   

So, while the Archives of American Gardens welcomes your handsome pictures of 

gardens at their finest, if the opportunity arises, please be sure to take pictures to 

document the ‘before,’ ‘during’ and ‘after’ states of a garden.  Future researchers 

will love you for it!   
 

Images from the Lois W. Poinier Collection at the Archives of American Gardens  
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