
	  

Community Gardens at Edgerton Park, New Haven, CT.  David G. 
Carter, photographer. 2001.  Garden plots with peat moss bale, 
bins, and garden fork. 

 

    Belvidere, Swarthmore, PA.  Andrew Bunting, photographer.    2005.  
Compost bin at end of curved lawn.   

 

 
 

A Garden History & Design One Minute 
Report from the Archives of American 
Gardens (AAG) 

Each and every garden in the Archives of American Gardens has its own unique charm.  
Every corner and feature is entwined within the  garden’s  story.  Preserving these 
histories requires that all  of  a  garden’s  features be photographed and documented to 
accurately capture its story for future researchers and garden enthusiasts.   

 

The Good, the Bad, and the Gardening Tools:  
Getting the Entire Picture 

 

When photographing a garden, try not to censor any seemingly non-descript elements 
such as gardening equipment or outbuildings.  Think back to when vegetable gardens 
were designed to be hidden from view.  Now we cherish them for their beauty as much 
as for their practical purpose.   
 

These easily overlooked features tell a story too and are important for researchers 
interested in garden design and history.  A compost pile in a back corner may be 
homely to some but its inclusion in a garden submission for the GCA Collection only 
enriches  the  garden’s  documentation.  The most utilitarian features are often the ones 
that speak volumes about how much hard work goes into nurturing a garden.   

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

How many images does it take to accurately capture and represent a garden’s  design?    
There is no magic number; the answer is simply that  “it  takes  what  it  takes.”  Think of 
the  process  as  providing  a  virtual  tour  of  a  garden’s  highlights  as well as its behind-
the-scenes secrets.   
 

There is no set limit to the number of photographs that can be included with a garden’s 
documentation for the GCA Collection so it is therefore always better to err on the side 
of a few too many images rather than too few.  Once all of the photographs have been 
taken, edit out any repetitive images and select the best for submission.  Ask yourself, 
‘What  would  a  researcher  a  century  from  now  want to  know  about  this  garden?’    The 
good, the bad, and the gardening tools would definitely be at the top of that list. 

 
All images are from the Garden Club of America Collection at the Archives of American Gardens. 

By Kayla Burns, AAG/GCA Garden History & Design Intern.  August 2011. 


