
 

 

A Garden History & Design Minute from 

the Archives of American Gardens (AAG) 

In today‟s world it is not hard to take a picture, load it onto a computer, download it 

to Photoshop and create the ideal photo.  Photo editing programs allow you to erase 
fallen leaves, enrich the color of the grass, and add blooms to a plant.  While this 
trick might be wonderful when it comes to editing your personal photo collection---

not to mention very tempting in order to showcase a garden at its best--it is a step 
that should be avoided at all costs when submitting digital images of a garden to the 

Archives of American Gardens.  

    Don’t Touch That Dial! Keeping AAG Authentic 

The mission of AAG is to “preserve and highlight a meaningful compendium of 
significant aspects of gardening in the United States for the benefit of researchers and 

the public today and in the future.” This means that AAG seeks to document all types 
and aspects of gardens, no matter how they look.  It is critical to the mission of AAG 

that all its photographic records be a factual representation of a garden at the time 
they were taken.  Airbrushing out hoses, deer fences, power lines, fading plants and 
other perceived “eyesores” changes the perception of a garden.  Although removing 

these objects may make a garden look perfect, it misleadingly gives an unrealistic 
representation of American gardens today.  In fact, these features or conditions may 

one day provide the essential clue that helps a researcher confirm what tools were 
used to maintain a garden or when the first blooms of the season made their earliest 
appearance.  The „preservation‟ of these features in a digital image ensures 

authenticity and provides indispensible information about our garden heritage.  

        
  Middletown Farm (with deer fence), Red Bank, NJ.        Dishman Garden (with hose), Portland, OR.   

  Diane B. Clarke, photographer.  May 2006.                   Henry M. Hieronimus, photographer.  July 2005.    
     

While „tweaking‟ things in a digital image automatically negates its authenticity, one 
digital adjustment is acceptable to AAG.  Cropping images can help focus in on a 

particular aspect of the garden and aid future researchers in looking more closely at 
particular design elements or plant combinations.  Just don‟t be tempted to crop out 

those work-a-day, idiosyncratic, and utilitarian things that make your garden 
special!  Garden historians want to see the good, the bad, the whatever-happens, 
and the whatever-it-takes.    

 

All images are from the Garden Club of America Collection at the Archives of American Gardens 
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