
 

 

A Garden History & Design Minute from 
the Archives of American Gardens (AAG) 

Since it was donated to the Smithsonian Institution’s Archives of American Gardens (AAG) 
in 1992, the Garden Club of America Collection has grown to encompass documentation 
for over 4,000 gardens throughout the United States!  Each and every submission adds to 
the GCA Collection and helps capture today’s garden history for future generations.   
 

My Garden is in the Archives of American Gardens… 
What exactly does that mean? 
 
 

What does it mean to have one’s garden 
included in the Archives of American 
Gardens?  It means that the garden is one of 
thousands contributing to AAG’s mission to 
collect and make available for research use 
unique, high-quality images of and 
documentation relating to a wide variety of 
cultivated gardens throughout the United 
States.  It helps AAG to preserve and 
highlight a meaningful compendium of 
significant aspects of gardening in the United 
States for the benefit of researchers and the 
public today and in the future.   

 
Ca Sole, Cincinnati, Ohio.  May 2010.   
Agnes Boswell, photographer.  GCA Collection.

 
 

Once a garden is accessioned into the Archives, descriptive information about it as well as 
a representative sampling of images are made available on-line for research via the 
Smithsonian Institution Research Information System (www.siris.si.edu).   Together, the 
data and images provide an invaluable resource for professionals and novices alike to use 
in their pursuit of studying or simply appreciating gardens and garden design.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Certificate of Appreciation sent by Archives of   Screen shot of cataloged garden image  
American Gardens to garden owner   available on SIRIS (www.siris.si.edu)  

 
It might be a good idea to also define what it doesn’t mean to have one’s garden included 
in the AAG.  Gardens in the AAG are not conferred any special recognition or merit.  They 
are not granted preservation status nor enrolled in any kind of a garden registry.  The 
Smithsonian name cannot be used to suggest or imply an endorsement of any kind. 
 
Your garden is in the Archives of American Gardens? Thank you for sharing its story with 
others and for adding to the tapestry that is our fantastic garden heritage! 
   

By Joyce Connolly, Museum Specialist, AAG.  February 2011. 
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