
 

 

A Garden History & Design Minute from 
the Archives of American Gardens (AAG) 

There are thousands of documented gardens in the Garden Club of America Collection at the 
Archives of American Gardens. Gardens are not static entities, frozen in time, but change as 
styles change, new owners take over the property, or when a parcel of land is subdivided. 
Many gardens are completely lost each year to development or natural disasters. Re-
documenting a garden provides researchers and preservationists with the tools to chart the 
evolution of a particular garden, and track the social history of the landscape. 
  

The Case of the Middlegate Japanese Gardens  

In 1924 Rudolph and Lynne Hecht traveled to Japan with their eleven-year-old daughter 
Lynne. The family was enchanted with Japanese art and gardens, and upon their return 
the Hechts decided to transform the grounds of their Mississippi summer home, in Pass 
Christian on the Gulf of Mexico, into a lush Japanese garden. Statuary, pagodas, and 
furnishings were procured from Japan and placed in the garden to create a harmonious 
design, with meandering paths and water features. The garden was enjoyed by the 
family as well as the community for many years.  

                            
Frank Evans Farwell, photographer. c. 1930s.          Unknown photographer. c. 1930s. 

 

On August 29, 2005, the winds and rain of Hurricane Katrina completely destroyed the 
gardens. Because Middlegate was extensively documented in its early years, photo-
graphs, plans, and letters can bring to life that which was destroyed by this historic and 
devastating hurricane. The “after” photographs of the garden also give a cultural context 
to the loss experienced by the community.  
 

                            
Lynne White, photographer. May 2006.                                Martha Levert, photographer. May 2009. 

 

Gardens change each and every day. Please consider re-documenting a garden that has 
been previously recorded for the Garden Club of America Collection, whether the 
alteration has been subtle, such as additions of new perennial beds, or drastic, such as 
total destruction.   

 
 

All images are from the Garden Club of America Collection at the Archives of American Gardens 
 

By Kate Fox, AAG/GCA Garden History & Design Intern.  July 2010. 
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