
 

 

A Garden History & Design Minute from 
the Archives of American Gardens (AAG) 

When it comes to identifying gardens that are worthy of documentation for the Garden Club 
of America Collection at the Archives of American Gardens, basically, the sky’s almost the 
limit.  While there are so many gardens eligible for documentation, please refer to guidelines 
in the GHD Committee’s Procedures Manual for Submissions to the AAG and Procedures 
Manual Appendix to remind you of which gardens to avoid documenting.     
 

What public spaces should I AVOID documenting? 
 

Like any other museum or archives, AAG is guided by a Collecting Plan that defines what it 
does and doesn’t collect and preserve.  (No museum or archives has the wherewithal to be 
all things to all people.)  The basic rule of thumb is that AAG does not accept gardens that 
are currently being documented for another repository such as an archives, library, museum 
or municipal office.  AAG needs to focus its resources (including archival storage space) on 
maintaining documentation for gardens whose history might otherwise be lost—it can’t 
afford to duplicate the efforts of other repositories.   
 

                          
                     Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, Boston, MA.   Dumbarton Oaks, Washington, D.C. 

 

Public or semi-public gardens (like those found in municipal parks, museums, historical 
societies, college campuses, etc.) often fall under a parent organization that retains 
records on them.  Even if the parent organization doesn’t have a formal ‘archives,’ if it has 
some kind of administrative or education branch, it makes more sense for that 
organization to maintain its own documentation.   

         
MO023  Beanstalk Children’s Garden, Kansas City, MO.   IL114  Moffat Mall in Chestnut Court, Winnetka, IL.  
Elizabeth A. Goodwin, photog.  From GCA Collection, AAG.  Mary McDonnell, photog.  From GCA Collection, AAG. 

 

If you have any questions about whether a particular public space or garden can be 
documented for the GCA Collection, please make sure to check with either AAG staff or 
your Garden History and Design Committee Zone Rep before documenting it in order 
to avoid any disappointment.  With so many gardens out there, there are plenty of 
candidates from which to choose! 
 

By Joyce Connolly, Museum Specialist, AAG.  December 2010. 
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