
Plainfield Garden Club Board Meeting
September 5r2007

Attendance: Darlene Kasten, Lorraine Ciemniecki, Mandy Zachanades, Kathy Andrews

President: Darlene Kasten called the meeting to order at I2:15 at her home. Invitations
will be mailed for the climate change conference to be held in Princeton on Nov.1. The
theme will be "Hotter Times Ahead" and will run from 1:00 - 5:30. The keynote speaker
will be Dr. Thomas Lovejoy, President of John H. Heinz Center for Science, Economics
& Environment.

Treasurer: Phyllis Alexander was not in attendance but she gave Darlene her report.
Shakespeare in Bud reahzed a profit of $2356.28 ; Shakespeare in Bloom u ptofit of
$571.59. Money Market : $5095.59 ; community checking : $3671.0g ; operating
Checking : $400.12 ; CD Account : $10,000 ; Total Assets : $19,166.79.
The PGC is listed as a 501 (c) 4 but we need a 501 (c ) 3 , which is tax deductible .

Phyllis is.working on making the change & will file an application for it.

Admissions: Kathy Andrews went over the list of people *hb 
""pr.rsed 

an interest in the
PGC. She received this list from the sign in book at the Shakespeare in Bloom in the
spring.

Flower Ananging: The Englewood Garden Club is hosting a Flower Show in October
2008. We are hoping to do the same in the spring of 2009. Katie Downes from
Englewood has agreed to mentor us through the process. Judy Buehler & her committee
will research other clubs regarding their experience with running a Flower Show.

Garden History & Design: The Zone IV Meeting in May will feature landscape designs
for a "city garden". Each club is expected to submit a design. Julie Shortridge will form
a committee to plan & design a garden.

Other: Darlene was hoping to make this a year to "regroup". A possible day retreat was
suggested for our December meeting. Groups would discuss different topics regarding the
direction for our club.

The next scheduled board meeting is October 17 at 8:30 ant at Plainfield Country Club.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lorraine Ciemniecki
Recording Secretary



Plainfield Garden Club General Meeting
September 19,2007

President Darlene Kasten called the meeting to order at 10:05 am atPlainfield Country
Club. The June minutes were never received so they could not be accepted. They will be
resent via email. Darlene hopes that this will be ayeat to "regroup" after u u.ry'b,rry
2006-2007. A possible day retreat was suggested where we could discuss different topics
regarding the direction of our club. She also challenged committee chairpersons to set
goals to improve their committees.

At the President's Council Meeting Darlene received our club's assignment for the 2010
Annual Meeting to be held in the East Brunswick Hilton. We will be responsible for
"staging", "hotel", and "signage", which will include set-up& making sure every.thing
runs smoothly at the hotel. The theme will be: New Jersey, The Garden State. The dates
for the meeting are May 14,15,16.

Darlene passed out information cards for the 2008 GCA ZoneIY Flower Show to be held
in Trenton on May 14 8. 15. Each club will be responsible for,two flower show entries.
The schedule & registration forms are available on line at the bCA web site,
www.gcamerica.com. (To find the schedule follow the committee link to Flower
Shows). The schedule includes a category for jewelry made from plants & seeds.
Members interested in entering can attend a free workshop in Philadelphia hosted by the
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society on Wednesday, November 7 from 10 to noon. . RSVp
to Michele Dean at the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. We are also the first zone to
have a Garden History & Design category. More will follow on this at the next meeting.

The 2008 Annual Meeting will be held in Norfolk, Virginia. The theme will be: Wave of
the Future. We are expected to submit a horizontal photo depicting the theme. Everyone
was asked to think about a possible idea for the photo. Email your ideas to Darlene.

The Zone IV representatives meeting will be held on October 26. A sign-up sheet was
passed around. Ideally committee chairmen should attend.

Treasurer: Phyllis Alexander reported our finances as follows: Shakespeare in Bud
rcahzed a profit of $2356.28 ; Shakespeare in Bloom a profit of $571.59. our Money
Market: $5095.59 ; Community Checking: $3671.08 ; Operating Checking: $400.12 ;

CD: $10,000 ; Total Assets: $19,166.79. We sent in one third of the seed money for the
2012 Annual Meeting. Clubs will no longer be responsible for this & the GCA will
reimburse us $1174.The PGC is currently listed as a 501 (C) 4 but we need a 501 (C) 3

status which allows tax deductible donations. Phyllis has made many phone calls to the
IRS regarding this. If she does not hear from them by the end of Sept. she will file an
application for it. Because it is such a long form she might need some assistance.

Admissions: Kathy Andrews encouraged us to bring guests to our meetings. Susan
Lorentzen introduced her sister, Nancy Webb, as her guest.



Kuthy read a letter from our former member Elva Bush. She is currently living in Santa
Fe, N.M. & is involved with the national publication, conservation watch.

Conservation: Janet Burchett asked for people to sign up for the climate change
conference on Nov.1. The theme will be Hotter Times Ahead. She sent an emiil to all
members regarding this conference.

Flower Arranging: Judy Buehler was clerking atthe Horticulture Show. Darlene
informed us that the Englewood Garden Club is hosting a Flower Show in October 200g.
We are hoping to do the same in the spring of 2009. Katie Downes from Englewood has
agreed to mentor us through the process. Judy & her committee will researcf, other clubs
regarding their experience with running a Flower Show.

Horticulture: Mary Kent thanked all who entered the Horticulture Show. Darlene thanked
Mary & her committee for all of their work.

Photography: Darlene announced a photography speaker on October 23 in princeton. The
workshop will include an introduction to Adobe photoshop. For more information, call
Mettie Fisher at 609-92I-2146. GCA has approved a new Zone photography award. More
information can be found on the GCA website. Lorraine Cibmniecki reminded everyone
to continue taking pictures.

Shakespeare Garden: Mury Kent felt that the garden was in good shape. There are a few
beds where the weeds are out of control because we did not use Preen. We have too many
weeds & not enough hands to keep it under control. Next year we will consider using the
Preen everywhere. 2008 is the year for repairing or replacing the fence. This is the
responsibility of the Union County Parks & Mary will bring it to their attention. Work in
the garden will continue until November.

Visiting Garden: Sally Booth suggested a trip to the Scholar's Garden in Staten Island
this fall. She is also hoping for a trip to the gardens at Chanticleer in June. Because there
is enough interest, she will order daffodils for a club fundraiser.

N.J. Committee: Susan Lorentzenreported that on October 4 there will be a luncheon at
the Frelinghuysen Arboretum. The speaker will be Katherine Toland on "Falling for
Flowers". She reminded us that October 2008 the PGC along with the Morristown
Garden Club will be responsible for this meeting & plant sale.

Other: Tucker Trimble read a very beautiful & personal tribute to Peggy Tyler. She was a
long time member of the PGC who passed away in the spring.

The next meeting will be held on October 17 at 10:00 am at Plainfield Country Club.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lorraine Ciemniecki
Recording Secretary



Plainfield Garden Club Board Meeting
October 17,2007

Attendance: Judy Buehler, Lorraine Ciemniecki, Mary Kent, Phyllis Alexander, Mandy
Zacharrades

President: First Vice-President Judy Buehler ran the meeting in Darlene's absence. She

called the meeting to order at8:45 amatPlainfield Country Club. Judy informed us that
Darlene was out of town &that she would run the Board & General Meetings.

Treasurer: Phytlis Alexander reported our finances as follows: Money Market: $5107.79 ;

Community Checking: $2786.08 ; Operating Checking: $487.12: CD: $10,333.94 ;

Total Assets: $18,714.93. Our 9 month CD will mature on October 22 &Phyllis would
like to reinvest it for 6 months at the current interest rate. The board approved the
reinvestment.

Flower Arranging: Judy spoke about the 2008 GCAZoneIV Flower Show to be held in
Trenton, N.J. All committee chairs received a copy of the rgguirements pertaining to their
committee. At the General Meeting we will go into detail about each one.

Horticulture: Mary Kent discussed the Plant Exchange to be held at the ZoneIY Flower
Show. Each club must enter six propagated plants of which four must be Freeman Medal
winners. She is thinking of a workshop in January to begin this process. Phyllis
Alexander will be attending the Shirley Meniece Horticulture Workshop in Atlantaatthe
end of the month.

Other: Photos taken at Drumthwacket are being made into note cards to be sold at the

next meeting . Gail Sloan & Susan Lorentzen are responsible for this project.

Diana Madsen arrived at the end of our meeting to inform the board that Judy Buehler
would not be taking the Presidency because she will be moving out of state for part of the

year. Phyllis Alexander has graciously accepted to move into Judy's spot.

The next scheduled board meeting is November 14 at 8:30 am at Plainfield Country Club.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lorraine Ciemniecki
Recording Secretary



Plainfield Garden Club General Meeting
October 17,2007

President: First Vice-President Judy Buehler ran the meeting in Darlene's absence. She
called the meeting to order at 10:00 am at Plainfield Country Club. Judy asked if anyone
was in need of a card from our group. Martie Samek's granddaughter was in the hospital
for a cornea transplant. A card will be sent from the PGC. Judy thanked the hostesses,
Susan Fraser & Ramona Furguson.
The corrected September Minutes were emailed & accepted as so.

Treasurer: Phyllis Alexander reported our finances as follows: Money Market: $5107.79;
Community Checking: $2786.08 ; Operating Checking: $481.12; CD: $10,333.94 ;

Total Assets: $18,714.93. Our 9 month CD will mature on October 22 &the Board
approved the reinvestment of the CD for 6 months at the current interest rate. As
treasurer, Phyllis receives much information in the mail. She passed it around for anyone
who might be interested

Second Vice-President: Mandy Zacharrades informed us that photos taken at
Drumthwacket are being made into note cards. These note cards will be available for sale
at our November meeting. Gail Sloan & Susan Lorcntzen are responsible for this project.

Conservation: Janet Burchett encouraged all to attend the Global Warming Conference in
Princeton on November 1. A group from PGC has already committed to attend. The
conference, Hotter Times Ahead, is being partially presented by 12 N.J. garden clubs of
the GCA. Judy read a letter from the committee to our group.

Flower Arranging: Judy Buehler spoke about the 2008 GCA Zone IV Flower Show to be*'l. 

31r;1trd'*:#:+frF d*$l[1$;':**"b 

e r'r :

o A minimum of one entry in Division IV - Photography
Registration forms for Flower Arrangement must be received by Friday, April 11, 2008.

Entries must be placed & passed on Wed., }day 14 - 6:45 am to 9:30 am. The Classes

willte 
3,ll?*'' rurning Point

o Class II Ingenuity
o Class III Grounds for Sculpture
o Class IV From the Desk of...

More details will be discussed at a future meeting'

Garden History & Design: Julie Shortridge is putting a committee together to work on the

Garden Design for the ZoneIY Division III category. Mandy Zachatrades, Susan Fraser

&DianaMadsen have agreed to be part of this committee. Julie has received a scale plan
\; & elevation of the property to be designed.



Horticulture: Mary Kent will hand out copies of the Division II Horticulture Classes for
the Zone IV Flower Show at the next meeting. She believes members are more
comfortable having a hard copy of the schedule. We as a club are responsible for having
two entries in this category.
There will also be a Division IV Plant Exchange at ZoneIY Flower Show. Each club
must enter six propagated plants of which four must be Freeman Medal winners. Mary is
considering a workshop in January to begin this process. The workshop would also
include plants for the Horticulture Class, Under Cover, which is a tenarium (size 16x16).
Diana Madsen has agreed to be Mary's co-chairperson.

Photography: Lorraine Ciemniecki went over the schedule for the Zone Iy Flower Show
Photography category. Our club must submit a minimum of one entry. If a photo has won
a blue ribbon which is first place in a GCA Flower Show, it may noi b" eniered in
competition again. The Classes are as follows:

o Class 1-2
o Class3-4
o Class5-6

The Riverbank
The Open Road
The Wild Woods

o Class 7 - 8 The Home Garden r

The classes are both color & monochrome. Schedules will be handed out at the next
meeting.
Lorraine also reminded everyone to continue taking photos for our Photography Show in
Jan. Discussion followed as to whether photos can be manipulated. We witicontinue the
discussion at the next meeting when Darlene is available for input.

Shakespeare Garden: Sally Booth thought we could close the garden the following Wed.
Anyone who is available was encouraged to come to the garden at 9:00. She also asked
for support for the Daffodil sale which is a fundraiser for our club. The bulbs are $30 for
a packet. She thanked Susan Fraser for putting together a presentation on the daffodils &
sending it to all members via email.

N.J. Committee: Susan Lorentzenhas been asked to be the Recording Secretary for the
N.J. Committee.

Program: Lauren Shepard spoke about our November speaker, Jerry Rose. He will be
making "Holiday Flower" arrangements. She was selling tickets to this presentatio n at a
cost of $15. She encouraged the members to bring friends. Refreshments will be available
& tickets can be purchased for the arrangement raffles. The program will begin at 1 1:00.

Other: Diana Madsen announced that Judy Buehler would not be taking the presidency
because she will be moving out of state for part of the year. Phyllis Al&ander has
graciously accepted to move into this position.
Judy reminded all that the ZoneIY Rep/Club Chair meeting is Friday, October 26 atthe
Frelinghuysen Arboretum at 9:30 am.
Phyllis Alexander will be attending the Shirley Meniece Horticulture Workshop in
Atlanta on October 2I -22.



GCA Minute: Diana Madsen arurounced that every month she would be asking a couple
of questions regarding the GCA. How many -"*b"., are in the GCA? (1g,00"0)
How many GCA clubs are in the country? (lg7) These questions will piepar".r, fo, a
GCA quiz to be given in the future. 

/ r

The next meeting will be held on November 14 at 10:00 am atplainfield Country Club.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lorraine Ciemniecki
Recording Secretary



Plainfield Garden Club Board Meeting
November 14r2007

Attendance: Judy Buehler, Lorraine Ciemniecki, Mary Kent, Phyllis Alexander, Mandy
Zachariades, Darlene Kasten

President: Darlene Kasten called the meeting to order at 8:40 arrr at Plainfield Country
Club. She thanked Judy Buehler for running the October meeting while she was away.
The minutes were approved as emailed.
Liz Elwood is interested in establishing a web site for Zone IV with individual
information on each club. It will be more cost effective if we do this as a group. She
wants to know if we are possibly interested in this situation. We are interested but need to
know what it would cost.
The GCA requires that each club have an administrator who needs to be trained online
during an hour session. This person would be responsible for changing club membership
records. Darlene is looking for someone to fillthis position, possibly the job of the
treasurer.
The Global Warming Conference held in Princeton on Nov.n1 was a big success. The
speakers were very informative & the dinner with the keynote speaker was sold out.

Treasurer: Phyllis Alexander reported our finances as follows: Money Market: $51 13.81 ;

Community Checking: $2786.08; Operating Checking: $427.12; CD: $10,33394;Total
Assets: $18,664.23. Phyllis renewed our CD for 7 months at an interest rate of 4.88Yo.
The profit from the daffodil bulb sale was $334.32.

Second Vice-President: Mandy Zachariades has a prospective member, Peg Sheridan,
whom she will introduce at the general meeting.

Flower Arranging: Judy Buehler reported on the Zone Rep meeting held on October 26.

Questions regarding flower show judging were discussed. It was determined that we
should follow the yellow GCA book to a "T" to prevent any problems. After some

discussion the board agreed that we should subscribe to the newsletter, GCA by Design,
at a cost of $20. Phyllis will subscribe & pay for the newsletter.
Judy & Tucker Trimble are planning something "special" for the December meeting.
Judy requested funds to carry out this surprise. The board approved the profits from the
daffodil sale to be used for this purpose.

Horticulture: Mary Kent proposed that our club have a propagation workshop at one of
our monthly meetings. A suggestion was also made that we have a flower arranging

workshop. This would increase interest & confidence among our members. These

workshops would be in lieu of a speaker.



There is no scheduled board meeting for December.

Respectfu lly Submitted,
Lorraine Ciemniecki
Recording Secretary



Plainfield Garden Club General Meeting
November 14,2007

President: Darlene Kasten called the meeting to order at9:45 am at Plainfield Country
Club. She thanked Judy Buehler for running the October meeting while she was away.
The minutes from the October meeting were accepted as emailed.
She also thanked all of the hostesses & especially Lauren Shepard & Elaine Welsh. The
set-up for the program of Holiday Flowers by Jerry Rose was beautiful. Thanks went out
to Gail Sloan & Susan Lorentzen for the Drumthwacket note cards which were for sale at
a price of $ 15. Bernadette Neill & Laurie Skorge were thanked for their clever photos of
our members with a surf board & sun glasses. The photos will be submitted for the
annual meeting in Norfolk, Va. with the theme of Wave of the Future.
Darlene was seeking volunteers for the following:
2010 Annual Meeting - Hotel & Staging ( Tucker Trimble & Kathy Andrews )
GCA Club Administrator - t hour training online . Responsible for changing club
membership records. ( Lorraine Ciemniecki )
PGC Small Flower Show Fall2009 - ( Mary Kent )
Liz Elwood is interested in establishing a web site for Zone If with individual
information on each club. It will be more cost effective if we do this as a group. We are
interested but need to know the cost before we commit.

Treasurer: Phyllis Alexander reported our finances as follows: Money Market: $5113.81;
Community Checking: $2789.36; Operating Checking: 5427.12; CD: $10,333.94 ;
Total Assets: $18,664.23. Phyllis renewed our CD for 7 months at an interest rate of
4.88%. The profit from our daffodil sale was $364.32. Club dues will be tax deductible
when we receive our 501 (C) 3 status.

Second Vice-President: Mandy Zachariades thanked Gail Sloan & Susan Lorentzen for
the Drumthwacket note cards. She introduced a prospective member & her guest, Peg

Sheridan.

Admissions: Kathy Andrews informed us that new member Patti Dunstan will be

attending our next meeting.

Civics: Bev Gorman & Nina Weil spent many hours at the PHS atrium doing a fall clean
up. Bev is trying to get a commitment from PHS to take over maintenance of the garden.

Teachers, students & custodians are needed to make this work. After attending the Zone
Rep meeting, Bev informed us that we, as a small club, are very active & committed.

Conservation: Janet Burchett was pleased to announce the success of the Global
Warming Conference in Princeton on Nov.1. The goal is for 80% reduction of carbon

footprint by 2050. Her theme for this year will be: Step It Up.

Flower Arranging: Judy Buehler reported on the Zone Rep meeting. Questions regarding

flower show judging were discussed. It was determined that we should follow the yellow



GCA book to a "T" to prevent any problems. The PGC will subscribe to the newsletter,
GCA by Design, at a cost of $20. The publication will guide us to the preferred designs
of the GCA. Judy will hand out the schedule for the 2008 Zone IV Flower Show at the
next meeting. We are required to submit 2 anatgements. Tucker Trimble has agreed to
one & the team of Judy Buehler & Mandy Zachariades have agreed to the other. Other
members are also encouraged to create an arrangement.

Garden History & Design: Julie Shortridge will be working on a history of our club
which was accepted into the GCA in 1944. She is looking for vintage photos.

Horliculture: Mary Kent will be scheduling a terrarium workshop in late January for the
ZoneIY Flower Show in May. She encouraged interested members to find a maximum
16x16 case for this project. Plants will probably be costly so members might want to
team up.
For the plant exchange we must enter six propagated plants of which four must be
Freeman Medal winners.

Photography: Lorraine Ciemniecki handed out the schedule for the photography classes
for the ZoneIY meeting in May. She encouraged everyone {o continue taking pictures.
Photos for this & any GCA show can be manipulated as long as it is done by the
exhibitor.

Shakespeare Garden: Mary Kent thinks we need one more day in the garden. If the
weather cooperates members can meet in the garden on Thursday.

N.J. Committee: Gail Sloan & Susan Lorentzen have mailed out to all members the
donation info for the Growing Fund. Last year $28,000 was distributed to six different
clubs for their projects.

Program: Judy Buehler & Tucker Trimble have a surprise planned for the December
Holiday lunch. Please make a point to attend.

Other: Martie Weldon reported for Tucker on GCA judging. Martie informed us that it
usually takes 6-7 years to become a judge in the GCA. We are lucky in our Zone that
judges do not need to travel very far. Since Photography has become so popular, more
judges are needed in this field .There are only 4 photography judges with 5 prospective
judges in training.
Please keep in mind that GCA awards are given out at the Zone meetings. If you have

someone you would like to nominate it can be done for 2009. Sally Kroll received one of
these awards last year.
PGC will be mentioned in the December Bulletin for decorating the porch at

Drumthwacket and for the 2008 Shakespeare in Bloom.
Sally Booth is conducting an Amaryllis sale to benefit PGC. An order form was

circulated.



Plainfield Garden Club General Meeting
December 612007

President: Darlene Kasten called the abbreviated meeting to order at T0:45 arrr at
Plainfield Country Club. There was a brief meeting before our parallel Christmas
workshop conducted by Tucker Trimble & Judy Buehler.
Lorraine Ciemniecki read the correction to the December minutes.

Admissions: Kathy Andrews introduced our newest member, Patti Dunstan.

Flower Ananging: Judy Buehler had copies of the rules & application for the Flower
Show in May at the ZoneIY meeting. Tucker will be making an affangemerfi. & the team
of Judy Buehler, Mandy Zachariades & Nancy Plumeri will be creating another. Anyone
who is interested was encouraged to take the info.

Garden History & Design: Julie Shortridge went to the Plainfield Library to do research
on the Plainfield Garden Club. A summer intern organized Q cataloged the history &
photos of the PGC. The public is welcomed to view the archives but an appointment is
necessary. A suggestion was made to write an article for the Bulletin on the history of the
PGC, which was accepted into the GCA in 1944.

Horticulture: Mary Kent will be having atenaria workshop on Jan. 23 at9:30 am at her
home. She asked anyone who is interested to bring the appropriate size container which is
a maximum size of 16x16.

Other: Bernadette Neill & Tucker Trimble will be having a boxwood tree workshop on
Dec.10. It will cost $5 and you must bring clippers & a mint julep cup. As of Thursday,
12 people have signed up for the workshop.
Tucker asked if anyone was interested in taking botanical watercolor classes. They are

being offered during March & April at a cost of approximately $160.

The next Board meeting will be held on January 16 at 8:30 am atCrescent Ave. Presb.

Church. The next General meeting will be held at 10:00 am atthe same place & date.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lorraine Ciemniecki
Recording Secretary



Respectfully Submitted,
Lorraine Ciemniecki
Recording Secretary


