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Plainfield Garden Club
Board Meeting
September 11, 2000

President Tucker Trimble called the meeting to order at her home. Present were: Burner,
Kent, Carpenter, Weil, Hackman, Shepherd, D. Madsen, Trimble, Booth, and Alexander.

Minutes of the June meeting were accepted as read.

Treasurer's Report: Anne Shepherd reported an Operating Account Balance of
6l ,619 .48 and a Community Account Balance of $2,693. 19. A final calculation of
proceeds from Shakespeare in Bloom has not been completed. Richard Roberts and

Cyrus Hyde each contributed $150.00 from their profits.

Corresponding Secretary: Jane Burner was thanked for her excellent job on the
yearbook. Jane reported that Bruce Reid thanked her for her condolence note on behalf
of the Garden Club.

Program: Garden Club members will meet at the Arboretury earlier than planned, for
the morning program at ten o'clock, since we wish to have good attendance for Donna
Hackman' s presentation.

Flower Arranging: A packet was sent to all members regarding the "Turning Leaves"
flower show schedule. The event is scheduled for Friday, November 3,2000.

Horticulture/Shakespeare Garden: Mary Kent requested entries for the topiary class in
the Turning Leaves flower show. Mary also reported that we will schedule a workshop to
propagate cuttings for our next annual meeting.

Civic Projects: Nina Weil will need help in planning ivy at the Front Street site. Since
there are so few members involved in the Civic projects and Conservation committees,
the Conservation committee may join Civic projects.

Conservation: Diane Carpenter reported we have until February 1 to submit a photo of a
project to the Eco-exchange. It was agreed that we will submit photos of Ricky Lang's
project in the Watchung Reservation. During last summer's drought many of the trees
planted did not survive. A motion was made to take a vote at the general meeting to
determine if we will donate more trees.

The meeting was adjourned at2'.55 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Phyllis Alexander, Recording Secretary
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Plainfield Garden Club
Board Meeting, October 16, 2000

President Tucker Trimble called the meeting to order at her home. Present were.
Shepherd, Carpenter, Higgins, Keating, Burner, Delaney, D. Madsen, Trimble, Loizeaux,
Turner, and Alexander.

Minutes of the September meeting were accepted with one correction. It was agreed that
discussion of Ricky Lang's project took place at September's general meeting and not at
the board meeting.

Treasurer's Report: Anne Shepherd reported an Operating Account Balance of
$7513.88 and a Community Account Balance of $2,695.25. We still have some expenses
to disperse from "Shakespeare in Bloom" but we made approximately $1450.00 on the
event. Anne reported that we received an acknowledgement for the $25.00 sent to "Save
the Redwoods" in memory of Beverly Reid. A thank you letter for a scholarship
donation was received from the Student Conservation Association and this letter will be
read at the general meeting.

Prosram: Karen Delaney reported that the October g.n.rdL"eting program topic is
forcing bulbs.

Conservation: A money donation to replace trees that died in the drought last year was
discussed. It was agreed that a formal letter will be requested from Ricky Lang to ask for
a donation and to give specifics of what provisions will be made to protect the new trees.
Diane Carpenter reported that work has begun on the Greenbrook project. A new bridge
will be constructed with a large pumping station to help control flooding from the Raritan
River in surrounding communities. Diane also made a suggestion for a possible program
event consisting of eco cruises and walks sponsored by the Hackensack Riverkeeper.
The due date for letters opposing the development in the Hackensack Meadowlands has
been extended and members were urged to send their letters if they haven't done so
already. At the Zone meeting Diane learned that there is a 15 minute film about invasive
plants that is available for rent titled, 'Not in My Garden". Members were urged to tell
their lawn services to use organic instead of chemical fertilizers. Diane also reported that
our club might be interested in sponsoing a scholarship in the North Jersey Science Fair
since many Plainfield high school students participate in this event.

Flower Arranging: Tucker and her daughter will enter the Turning Leaves Flower
Show. In January, our club will hold a flower show with a fashion theme.

Civic Proiects: Nina Weil and Karen Delaney attended meeting for civic beautification
in the city of Plainfield. We would like to help beauti$ the church where we hold
meetings. Diana Madsen agreed to donate some daffodil bulbs.



.- Plainfield Garden Club
\-/ Board meeting

October 13,2000 P.2

Newsletter: Jennifer Higgins reported that the theme for Zone IV is historical

preservation. We were requested to submit articles that have national interest to the

Garden Club Bulletin.

President's Report: Tucker reported that our club is now the smallest in the state. It was

suggested that we wear nametags at the general meeting in order to identi$r ourselves to

gu"rt*. Methods to encourage new members were discussed, and several members said

they plan to bring guests to the general meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 2.35.

Respectfu lly submitted,
Phyllis Alexander, Recording Secretary
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( Plainfield Garden Club
Board Meeting
November 13,2000

President Tucker Trimble called the meeting to order at her home. Present were: Booth,
Vivian, Burner, Weil, Hackman, Harbaugh, Kent, Shepherd, D. Madsen, Trimble, and

Alexander.

Minutes of the October meeting were read with one correction. Kate Miller, president of
the Englewood Club co-entered the Turning Leaves Flower show with Tucker Trimble
instead of Tucker's daughter, Kate.

Treasurer's Report: Anne Shepherd reported a net profit of $1410.77 from
Shakespeare in Bloom. Community account balance : $4102.09; Operating account
balance : $7711.38. Tucker mentioned the possibility of the club sponsortng a
scholarship for a Plainfield High School student interested in botany. She will call the

PHS principal to get more information.

Flower Arranging: Beth Harbaugh announced Tucker's t\ee awards for her
interpretation of a painting at the Turning Leaves Flower show. Tucker and Kate Miller
received a Blue ribbon, the Puckett award, and Best in Show for their design.

Mary Kent received honorable mention for her Ilex branches.

Beth announced our flower show scheduled for January ttrft. She would like as many

people as possible to sign up and will hand out copies of the schedule at our general

meeting.

Horticulture and Shakespeare sarden: Mary Kent announced the upcoming May 4
and 5, 2001 show sponsored by the Englewood Garden Club. There will be six classes in
this show. There was a discussion of how to encourage greater participation of our club

members. There was a suggestion to have a horticulture workshop in preparation for the
plant exchange. Mary will have rosa rugosa seeds to distribute at the general meeting.

Shakespeare Garden: Dan Damon contacted Tucker and said a Greenbrook elementary

school would like to see the garden now and in the spring in preparation for planting their
own Shakespeare Garden. Mary and Tucker will provide them with a diagram of the
garden and a list of plants. Mary reported that the garden clean-up is completed. A
suggestion was made that prospective members be invited to the spring clean-up.

Civic Proiects: Nina Weil reported that our first civic project in the city was completed.

Daffodil bulbs and pachysandra have been planted around a maple tree outside Crescent

Avenue church. Nina asked Dan Damon about obtaining a water truck and the possibility
of investigating a military surplus vehicle.
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Newsletter: Board members were reminded to bring their reports to the meeting in orderto facilitate Jennifer's getting the newsletter out in time. As an alternative, memberscould e-mail their rt:ports 
'"*l'*?T i"lT-ffi @"TTr"."m or rax 

"po't' to h"'
other reports: Jane Burner reada thank you letter she wrote to the union county park

Commission thanking them for rebuilding the pergola

Diana Madsen will work on establishing a president,s award.

The meeting was adjourned at2.05.

Respectfu lly submitted,

Pq/; AQ,"',,-o'ou'

Phyllis Alexander
Recording
Secretary
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Plainfield Garden Club
Board Meeting
December 4,2000

President Tucker Trimble called the meeting to order at her home. Present were:
Carpenter, Kroll, Burner, Loizeaux, Higgins, Hackman, Weil, Turner, Vivian, D.
Madsen, Trimble, Harbough, and Alexander.

Minutes of the November meeting were read and accepted without correction.

Treasurerts report: Anne Shepherd was not present.

Second VP: Jeanne Turner will confirm the date June 2,2001, for Shakespeare in
Bloom and will write a letter to the Park Commission after the first of the year. Jeanne
said she will gladly serye as chairperson for Shakespeare in Bloom again this year. Some
items that were left over from last year's event were sold at the Crescent Avenue Church
Christmas fair. Remaining items that were not sold will be brought to the general
meeting.

Program: Members were reminded to bring clippers and grA"n, to the wreathmaking
workshop. Betty Hackman volunteered to buy some wreath rings at Ferris Bros. for
members to decorate.

The brunch is coming up quickly. Karen Delaney will pass around a menu sign-up sheet
at the general meeting. All members will be reminded to bring two bottles of wine for a
fundraiser.

It was agreed that the next board meeting will be held on January 8tr since the 15tr is a
holiday.

Conservation: A discussion centered on the New Jersey Regional science fair scheduled
to be held in March. Since many Plainfield High School students enter this event, the
board decided that we would like to provide some award to a Plainfield student. Diane
Carpenter will speak with the PHS science department chairman to investigate how this
could be set up. Diane will also call the regional science fair director to tell him that we
would prefer to limit funds to Plainfield students.

Flower Arranging: There are still some openings for the January 17th flower show and
members were urged to sign up.

Horticulture and Shakespeare Garden: Mary Kent and Sally Booth met with a class
from Greenbrook School at the Shakespeare Garden. Mary reported this was a very
positive experience since the students were highly interested and asked good questions.
They plan to create a knot garden at their school.



r
Newsletter: The newsletter is on its way. Jennifer Higgins said it is helpful if reports are

\- brought to the meetings. The upcoming newsletter willlnclude a schedule for the
Englewood Flower Show. Memorials to Bev Reid and Helen "Mac" Eaton were included
in the November newsletter. It was decided that it would be less costly to e-mail the
newsletter to club members with e-mail.

Respectfully submittd,
F/t^u,- d./*/'^ c/'--r
fhyflis Alexander
Recoding Secretary


